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SUBJECT: SAUDI PRESS ON SAUDI-US RELATIONS 

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARAB NEWS ON JANAURY 24 CARRIED THE FOL- 
LOWING EDITORIAL ON SAUDI-US RELATIONS AND THE US ROLE IN 
THE SEARCH FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE. 

BEGIN TEXT: THE U.S. FACTOR 

IN TELEGRAMS TO PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER CONGRATULATING HIM 
ON HIS INAUGURATION, BOTH KING KHALED AND CROWN PRINCE FADH 
HAVE MADE FLEETING REMARKS TO JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. THAT THE REMARKS HAVE NOT BEEN MORE SPECIFIC OR 
DETAILED COULD ONLY BE EXPLAINED IN LIGHT OF THE FORMALITY OF 
THE OCCASION. BUT THE FACT THAT THE TWO SAUDI LEADERS HAVE 
SEIZED EVEN THE OPPORTUNITY OF A CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM TO 
REMIND MR. CARTER OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE MUST NOT GO UNNOTICED. 

SAUDI ARABIA— THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT VALERY GISCARD 
D'ESTAING NOTWITHSTANDING-CONTINUES TO PIN ITS GREATEST HOPE 
ON THE AMERICAN FACTOR IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE REASONS ARE 
SIMPLY THOSE OF REALPOLITIK, IF ONE MAY USE THE EXPRESSION, 

RATHER THAN ANY PREFERENCE FOR THE AMERICANS. IF THE MIDDLE 
EAST PROBLEM IS TO BE SOLVED, THE US WILL BE THE PARTY TO 
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PLAY THE MAJOR ROLE-A FACT THAT PRESIDENT SADAT HAS BEEN 
QUICK TO GRASP AFTER IT ESCAPTED PRESIDENT NASSER'S NOTICE FOR 
YEARS. EGYPT'S ECONOMIC TROUBLES MAY HAVE STOLEN THE LIME- 
LIGHT IN RECENT DAYS, BUT THE FACT REMAINS THAT ISRAEL IS IN 
EVEN MORE DIRE ECONOMIC STRAITS AND THAT WITHOUT CONTINUING 
HEAVY AMERICAN ECONOMIC SUPPORT ISRAEL WILL COLLAPSE IN NO 
TIME. AND IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE US IS ALSO SUS- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TAINING ISRAEL MILITARILY. 

SO, WHEN THE SAUDIS HELD OUT IN DECEMBER FOR A MERE FIVE 
PER CENT INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF OIL AGAINST 10 AND LATER 
ANOTHER FIVE BY 1 1 OTHER OPEC STATES, THERI EYES WERE ON THE 
U.S. RATHER THAN FRANCE AND WESTERN EUROPE. SINCE DECEMBER, 

SAUDI LEADERS HAVE REPEATED IN QUITE SPECIFIC DETAIL THEIR 
VIEW THAT THE SAUDI MODERATION AT DOHA MUST BE REWARDED. 

SAUDI ARABIA IS NOT AFTER ANY PERSONAL GAIN; IT WANT S 
SETTLEMENT OF THE PALESTINE QUESTION THAT UPHOLDS PALESTINIAN 
NATIONAL RIGHTS. THE SAUDIS ARE NOT ASKING FOR MIRACLES. NOR ARE 
THEY ASKING THE AMERICANS TO SETTLE THE PALESTINE QUESTION TOMOR 
ROW. THEY HAVE ALSO MADE CLEAR THAT THEY WILL BE SATISFIED 
OVER THE FEW COMING MONTHS WITH A SIMPLE MOVEMENT TOWARD 
PEACE. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY SIMPLY WANT TO SEE THE WHOLE 
PROCESS SET IN MOTION. 

IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE WHAT KIND OF TIME-LIMIT 
THE SAUDIS HAVE IN MIND. THE NEXT CONFERENCE OF OPEC IS 
DUE IN JULY. IF NO PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE BY THEN, THEY 
MAY FEEL FREE TO RECONSIDER THEIR STAND ON OIL PRICES. THEIR 
POSITION IS PRACTICALLY UNASSAILABLE. THERE IS A CONSENSUS 
OF OPINION THAT THE 1 1 OPEC STATES WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GO 
AHEAD WITH THEIR SECOND PRICE INCREASE SO LONG AS SAUDI 
ARABIA IS KEEPING ITS PRICES DOWN. IN FACT, THERE IS ALREADY 
TALK THAT THE 10 PER CENT INCREASE MAY NOT WORK AFTER ALL. 

THE U.S. MUST KEEP THE SAUDIS SATISFIED IF OIL PRICES ARE 
TO BE KEP WITHIN LIMITS. 
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AS FOR FRANCE AND WESTERN EUROPE, IT IS SIMPLY THAT IT 
WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO KEEP THEM ON THE SIDE OF THE ARABS. 

THEY ARE A POSITIVE BUT NOT A DECIDING FACTOR. THEIR 
SUPPORT, HOWEVER, GAINS ADDED SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE THEY 
HAVE SHOWN THEMSELVES, ESPECIALLY FRANCE, MORE INCLINED TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE ARABS ON A BASIS OF RESPECT AND EQUALITY. 

IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ONE CANNOT ASK FOR MORE. 

END TEXT. 
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